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Pompeii and Horoulimoum aro wondevful places, but they do not move me. They arc curious and strange. Pompeii v/as destroyed by 'wlu-s, .lloruulimoum by lava. The kva must have been qxulo liquid, and in immense quantities. It has literally filU'.tl up overy part of tho, theatre, as water might ; every rerrss, every crevice is blocked up ; it has got through tho win<lo\vs and doors, and run about everywhere. What a torrent; it must have boon! It was the lirsb eruption of Vesuvius 1W_ centuries, though Pompeii is built upon lava, and there is evidence of a crater before the date of the destruction of tho two cities. Bub it was a crater so seemingly spent that it was cove-rod with vegetation, and something like tho crater of tho Solfatara now, which is a royal park [in Vesuvius it was that Spartaeus and his followers took refuge]. Again, while Etna's eruptions aro continually mentioned in history, there is a silonco about those of Vesuvius. After its breaking Out (A.D. 70-80) it continued in action till about A. P. 1100, when, it ceased for nearly five centuries, and then tho vegetation, gradually returned. We have an account from •writers who ventured down its orator ; they went down a mile 01- two. The mountain is altogether the creation of volcanic action. Lava -was thrown up from tho level of the surface, hardened, and formed a cone ; fresh lava was thrown up in time, and thuH the mount gradually rose and increased. Kvcn now its height in continually varying. Tho eruption of 1822 lowered it by breaking away tho sides of the crater; then afterwards there was more lava, and it recovered its h eight.
To return : Pompeii, of course, in full of interest; the amphitheatre most ot' all. The people were at the games •when the cinder clouds full. You have tho lions' den distinct; a lion's bones wort* found there, and the bones of the keeper. Kxcavations aro p;oing on in both cities, but very slowly. The royal palace of I'ortiei is built over !1I'erculaneum ; not much will bo done there. ,lt is (ivo miles from Naples; Pompeii, on the same road, fit'toon.
We set off for Pa-stum thin day week (February 25), passing- Pompeii to Noeora and La (Java, and so to Salerno. S. have not seen such sccmory since I was in Sicily. Salerno IH a beautiful town, and tho inn is very respectable. It set in to rain just a£tof wo arrived, so from 2 P.M. the clay was lost. Next morning at livo we sot off for Prostmn. The country is highly cultivated, and the country people are well dressed.have como to the oonelusion'that Naples is ft watcriny-hina may be Bummml wp oliiwurely in a low ooaeluclteg sentences; if so one would almcwb exjwct lorn©in-denttaml how Hicily wati ft eorn wmtitry, not, «n««'ly in vult»* mid plains, but up 8h»j«.»n of long hills whirh ar« (>ultiv«ktt>d up to the top, and in tho uudttt of rwsk** atul |ttt«i|»it,««s dt«s««t»t«. * »Jf»«ir«,'d back my sistc
